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Rethinking Testing in the Age of the iPad

Schools administer assessments via mobile device By Katie Ash

In the 3,200-student East Haven schools in Connecticut, elementary teachers did their initial student
reading assessments a bit differently this school year. Instead of using paper and pencil to jot down
observations about each of their students and then collecting and analyzing those notes by hand,
each teacher used an iPad to collect the information and send it to a centralized database through
software from the New York City-based ed-tech company Wireless Generation.

"One of our primary goals was to be able to develop a system that would bring a lot of the data into
one place,” says Taylor Auger, a technology-integration teacher in the district who helped
incorporate use of the iPads into classrooms. "Previously, the data was processed by hand, and it

wasn't really being put to use effectively. I'm all for data, but that data has to drive instruction."

Moving assessments onto mobile devices may open the door to quicker feedback for students and
teachers as well as richer data, but without proper management of the devices and a strong

infrastructure to support them, integrating the devices can be a challenge.

"It's great to have the technology," says Erica Forti, the district's assistant superintendent for

curriculum and instruction, "but once it's purchased, there is a management piece involved."

Leaders in the East Haven district decided to buy 210 iPads when the lease for desktop computers
in the elementary schools' computer labs was up. Instead of replacing those computers, they decided
to explore mobile technology.

"We liked the idea of having mobile computing devices, since most of the technology was fixed," or

stationary, says Forti. "It opened up the doors for different types of teaching and learning.”
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